





YORKSHIRE HOME

Relocation from Nottinghamshire to Yorkshire had
prompted the Shaw’s move. Karen explained how they
came across the unusual building project: “There was
no ‘For Sale’ board outside. We found the property
on the English Heritage Buildings at Risk Register.
The previous owners had bought the property in the
1970s and used the grounds mainly as storage, but it
had always been a liability for them. There had been
interest from a property developer t0o0.”

Hellifield Peel’s classification as a Scheduled
Ancient Monument (a historic building of national
importance) meant that Francis and Karen were
unable to make any changes to it without the
permission of English Heritage. There had to be
constant liaison with the Ancient Monument
Inspector and after Francis’s initial plans for the
conversion into a residential building were agreed,
English Heritage visited the build site at frequent
intervals to approve the progress of the project.

The scale of the project is virtually
incomprehensible. Bearing in mind that all Francis
had to work with when drawing up his plans was the
outer shell of the building and one central spine wall,
disaster struck not long into the build.

Karen remembered: “When we started work on
the castle, one of the central walls fell down. Totally
collapsed! We had just finished clearing out the »»»

OPPOSITE PAGE The essence of historical splendour is kept alive by a classical
wall-hung tapestry and traditional dark wood furniture. LEFT The sophisticated
contemporary bathroom of the attic apartment exudes a luxury feel.

“There was no ‘For Sale’ board outside. We found the property on the English

Heritage Buildings at Risk Register”
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building of debris when it happened, and we had

to just start again. The stone masons captured it on
video.” Nonetheless, keeping in mind their dream
of living in such an exceptional property, the couple
carried on working tirelessly to achieve their vision.

Said Karen: “While we were doing the renovation
we were renting another property. I would come up
here every day when I had dropped the children off
at school and help out. I painted the windows and
was taught to point. I paid the tradesmen, met with
English Heritage and climbed the scaffolding in a
hard hat — I enjoyed that! We would come up together
at the weekend, so Francis could see what progress had
been made; it was very much a joint project for us.

“Sometimes we would come with the girls and
bring fish and chips and just sit outside talking about
what it would be like when we moved in.”

As Hellifield Peel’s resurrection progressed, a
dedicated team of stonemasons lived on site, working
diligently to rebuild the magnificent house. Eventually
through a combination of Francis’s planning
and design skills and Karen’s fastidious project
management, the family were able to move in.

“We bought the castle in 2004, in the October
Grand Designs started filming and we moved in, in »»»

BELOW RIGHT The Shaws were given permission to move the
original entrance and reposition it at the centre of the house,
allowing Francis to design this wonderful, light entrance hall.
OPPOSITE PAGE The bright and airy hallway showcases some of
Francis and Karen’s contemporary artwork collection. To find out
more about the art on show at Hellifield Peel see page 40.

“Sometimes we would come with the girls and bring fish and chips and just sit outside
talking about what it would be like when we moved in”
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just under two years later,” explained Karen, adding,
“It wasn’t finished though! We had to climb up a
ladder to get upstairs.”

The interior design on the first three floors has
been carried out sympathetically to remain in keeping

E' with the house. The stone doorframes, fireplaces and
- solid oak doors were designed by Francis, as was the
centrepiece of the castle, the extraordinary wooden
banister which links the four floors together.

Karen said: “The banister was a combination
of our influences; mixing an old staircase with the
ideas of designers like Lutyens and adding a bold
up-to-date take on it.”

To both literally and metaphorically top the project
off, Francis came up with a pi¢ce de résistance to
increase the wow factor of the amazing project. Karen
explained: “Originally the attic space was going to be
a storage area. One day we went up the scaffolding and
saw the views and said ‘we've got to do something with
this space’. We got planning permission for a huge
triangular window, because it was at the back of the
house, and Francis designed the attic apartment.”

Finished to the same exacting standards as the rest
of the house, the attic apartment is a modern take on
country house luxury. Self-contained contemporary
accommodation incorporating a kitchen, lounge/diner, »»»

OPPOSITE PAGE Francis designed the various splendid stone
fireplaces in the castle, including this one in the dining hall, which
creates an impressive focal point.

The interior design on the first three floors has been has been carried out sympathetically
to remain in keeping with the house. The stone doorframes and solid oak doors were
designed by Francis, as was the centrepiece of the castle, the extraordinary wooden banister
which links the four floors together.
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APARTMENT:
BEDROOM >>>
Add colour and texture
to your bedroom with
a statement rug.

Large ‘Horzontal Sands’
rug, £265, Fairwind.

<<< APARTMENT: DINING AREA

A stylish Anglepoise is as contemporary today as the day it was
designed, 75 years ago. Not just a desk lamp, use one to shed
some light on your dining environment. Fully restored vintage
red Anglepoise, £148, The Old Cinema.

bedroom, bathroom and a breathtaking terrace
that takes in unadulterated views of the rolling

Yorkshire countryside. It was the first area to be
done and the family lived in it while the rest of

)
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the house was finished.

Now the house is complete, Karen and Francis, e - o - i ALl
proud owners of a real-life castle, are keen to allow e, u R - "
the public to see what they have managed to achieve. " ; : oy, 1 .'.'l
They have opened some of their beautiful bedrooms ’ . a - = T T i ot S—l_ E A |_ —|_ I—I E | D

—

I
to bed and breakfast guests and it is also possible ; - ——
to rent out the attic apartment, as a self contained . - M k ° 0000000060000 00000060000000000000600660000600000000600660000000000000000000000000000000000000e

holiday-let; perfect for a really special occasion.

Living through the restoration project inevitably Francis and Karen’s contemporary attic apartment is a bold
threw up highs and lows for t%le family, but now d}ey mixture of bright, white Wa”S, sleek leather furniture and colourful
can look back fondly on the time they spent building : . . . .
their dream home: “Francis really loves history and accessories. Emulate their style with some of these fabulous finds
the project was a bit of a busman’s holiday for him, For stockist details see page 128
but he really enjoyed it.

“I just loved everything about the project;
designing it, being involved in the build and seeing it

APARTMENT: BEDROOM ¥

Cosy up in bed with a cup of cocoa and a luxurious throw to keep you warm.
‘Hot Chocolate’ faux fur throw, £46.95, Dotcomgiftshop.

APARTMENT: ,
DINING AREA Y
High gloss dining
furniture adds a touch of
contemporary glamour to
your dining experience.
Calligaris ‘L’eau’ dining
chair, £122, Mac @ Mac.

finished. It’s a one in a lifetime opportunity, we will
never be able to do anything like this again.”

So, it would seem that the restoration of Hellifield
Peel has reached the end of its journey?

Karen smiles: “Actually, there are some cellars we
could explore, if we wanted to!” <&

RIGHT Looking at the pristine facade of Hellifield Peel it is difficult to
imagine that only six years ago it was a derelict ruin on the verge of
collapse. Visit: www.peelcastle.co.uk to find out more about the history
of Hellifield Peel and to see pictures of the ruin before restoration.

APARTMENT:
LIVING AREA
Spice up a neutral sofa
with cheerful, bright
soft furnishings.
‘Splodge’ cushion, £32,
Fairwind.

“I just loved everything about the project; designing it, being involved in the
build and seeing it finished. It’s a once in a lifetime opportunity, we will never
be able to do anything like this again”
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ANNUAL ART
EXHIBITION AT
HELLIFIELD PEEL

Curated by Margaret Knight of
The Spiral Gallery, Hellifield Peel’s
annual art exhibition, featuring
paintings, sculpture, jewellery, £ i | |
modern ceramics and more. | ] |

Architect: Francis Shaw. Tel. 01729 850 248

Hellifield Peel Bed and Breakfast enquiries:
Visit: www.peelcastle.co.uk or email: info@peelcastle.co.uk

Staircase, doors, windows, and bespoke bed made
by Lincoln Joinery Specialists. Tel. 01522 529114
or visit: www.lincolnjoineryspecialists.co.uk

Interiors and exterior stone masonry was carried out by Jason
Henfrey Stonemasons. Tel. 01636 687 029 / 07880 506 698
or visit: www.jasonhenfreystonemasons.co.uk

APARTMENT:
LIVING AREA >>>

The exhibition takes place in |
December, whilst the Bed and Breakfast
is closed and is open to members |

of the public, by invitation only. | |.|

v

Marble for the baths and flooring was supplied by Blyth APARTMENT: A

Marble. Tel. 01909 730807 or visit:www.blythmarble.com i Il For a practical and beautiful heating ! LIVING AREA 4
Art Work throughout the property is from The Spiral gallery. CFL readers can obtain a personal | [ solution choose cast iron vintage- h Add a focal point to any room using
Visit: www.thespiralgallery.co.uk/spiral_hellifield peel/ invitatiop by writing to Karen i style radiators; the perfect contrast to 4 unique and eye-catching artwork.
exhibition/exhibition.html Shaw at info@peelcastle.co.uk - (l a modern design scheme. Three column ‘My heart sings’ painting by

1 cast iron radiator with 450/2mm height, £13 per 4 Manchester abstract artist Danny

d section, The 21st Century Radiator Company. Cawley, £445, Artylicious.co.uk.
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